Sacral Pressure Ulcer-induced Fournier's Gangrene Extending to the Retroperitoneum: A Case Report.
Fournier's gangrene (FG) is a type of necrotizing fasciitis of the perineum and scrotum that is characterized by very rapid progression. Sacral pressure ulcers are one of the causes of FG. An 85-year-old man was referred to the National Hospital Organization Nagasaki Medical Center (Ohmura City, Japan) with a diagnosis of FG extending to the retroperitoneum caused by a sacral pressure ulcer. Immediate debridement was performed; however, it was not possible to remove all necrotic tissue from the pelvis. The wound was cleansed with continuous irrigation combined with negative pressure wound therapy, which brought the infection under control. The exposed rectum was resurfaced with a gracilis musculocutaneous flap, and the remaining wound in the sacral region was covered with a gluteal artery perforator flap. The authors consider continuous irrigation combined with negative pressure wound therapy as extremely useful for patients with FG in whom sufficient debridement cannot be performed.